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Synopsis

Handel’s English church music spans the complete period of his active career in London: his first
anthem and the Utrecht Te Deum were composed soon after his arrival in London, and his last
works nearly 40 years later. The repertory, which includes the Coronation Anthem Zadok the Priest,
forms one of the most impressive and engaging areas of Baroque church music. Most of it was
stimulated by Handel’s creative contact with the English Chapel Royal, a group of professional
singers in a different tradition from the opera stars with whom he worked in the theatre. Appearing in
paperback for the first time, this first full-length study of Handel's English Church music traces the
background to the diverse items in the repertory, which relates directly to Handel’s constant but
changing relationship with the Hanoverian British royal family, and was affected by political and
dynastic events. It also examines the circumstances of Handel's performances, the building which

(unlike his theatres) still survives in London today.
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Customer Reviews

"Review from previous edition ...highly readable and invaluable book.” Early Music an extremely
important book, and one that dramatically enhances our perception of both Handel’s working life
and his music...an essential reference work for Handel scholars;it will not be superseded in the
foreseeable future’ Andrew V. Jones, Music and Letters, 2006 Burrows provides us with an

exhaustively researched and invaluable resource’ Eighteenth-Century Music, Volume 4/1



Donald Burrows is a Professor of Music at The Open University.
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